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The Markets
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For the Week of November 21, 2016











Following a post-election rally, Wall Street ended lower Friday, led by a decline in healthcare stocks. Despite Friday’s slip, the three major indexes closed higher for the second week. For the week, the Dow rose 0.26 percent to close at 18,867.93. The S&P gained 0.89 percent to finish at 2,181.90, and the NASDAQ climbed 1.61 percent to end the week at 5,321.51.





Returns Through 11/18/16�
1 Week�
YTD�
1 Year�
3 Year�
5 Year�
�
Dow Jones Industrials (TR)�
0.26�
10.98�
9.30�
8.39�
12.69�
�
NASDAQ Composite (PR)�
1.61�
6.27�
4.85�
10.45�
15.65�
�
S&P 500 (TR)�
0.89�
8.87�
7.06�
9.08�
14.86�
�
Barclays US Agg Bond (TR)�
-1.02�
2.54�
2.45�
2.73�
2.39�
�
MSCI EAFE (TR)�
-1.52�
-3.30�
-4.02�
-2.52�
5.82�
�



Source: Morningstar.com. *Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Indexes are unmanaged and cannot be invested into directly. Three- and five-year returns are annualized. The Dow Jones Industrials, MSCI EAFE, Barclays US Agg Bond and S&P, excluding “1 Week” returns, are based on total return, which is a reflection of return to an investor by reinvesting dividends after the deduction of withholding tax. The NASDAQ is based on price return, which is the capital appreciation of the portfolio, excluding income generated by the assets in the portfolio in the form of interest and dividends. (TR) indicates total return. (PR) indicates price return. MSCI EAFE returns stated in U.S. dollars. 








Increase for Everyone — Individual income taxes paid by American taxpayers would have to increase by 38 percent to eliminate the $587 billion deficit from fiscal year 2016 (source: Treasury Department, BTN Research).  








The Last Month — Of the last 25 Decembers, 20 have produced a positive total return for the S&P 500. The average December performance since 1991 is a total return gain of 1.78 percent (source: BTN Research). 








Apathy — In the 2012 U.S. presidential election, just 57.5 percent of eligible voters cast a vote (down from 62.3 percent in 2008), equal to 126 million voters. Thus, the 42.5 percent of eligible American voters who did not cast a vote for president in 2012 represents 93 million nonvoters (source: Bipartisan Policy Commission, BTN Research).
































WEEKLY FOCUS – Shopping and Saving Online





For the first time, consumers are expected to spend as much online this holiday season as they will in stores according to the 2016 Deloitte holiday shopping survey. There are obvious reasons. More and more in-store Black Friday deals are showing up online from the same retailers – often on Thanksgiving Day. Online “stores” are open 24-7 and frequently offer greater selection with no crowds or parking issues. 





Ninety-three percent of online shoppers surveyed by the National Retail Federation (NRF) will take advantage of free shipping – offered with minimum purchases on many sites. This year, you can get free shipping on all orders through Jan.1 from Target, Dec. 24 from Best Buy and Nov. 30 from Samsung. The NRF survey also notes 47 percent of those shopping online will take advantage of free in-store pickups or ship-to-store offers. Of course, gift cards eliminate shipping costs. And they’re likely to be appreciated, as the first choice of 61 percent of those surveyed by NRF, followed by clothing and accessories (54 percent).





There are many other ways to save online. Cash-back sites, such as Ebates.com and GivingAssistant.org, work similarly to many cash-back credit card offers. Instead of going directly to an online retailer’s site to shop, you go to the cash-back site of your choice and click on the retailer’s link to purchase products. Once your purchases equal a minimum amount, you’ll be eligible for money back. Before signing up, compare percentages on different sites, google the name of the site and “complaints” or “reviews,” and make sure the site is secure by looking for a padlock icon and the “s” following the http in the URL. 





Popular coupon sites include: BeFrugal.com, CouponSherpa.com, MoneySavingMom.com and TechBargains.com. A variety of deal-finding apps are available, too. For instance, you can sign up for WikiBuy, a price comparison engine that automatically scours the web for the best deal on the product you’re looking at, or check RetailMeNot for a discount or coupon before submitting your order. If you venture out to shop, ShopSavvy will let you search for the lowest price among local stores and websites when you scan a product bar code. 





Even with great discounts and deals, it’s important to create a disciplined budget for gift giving. From holiday spending to college funding and retirement planning, our office can be a resource for your financial needs. Call us for assistance when you need to create or update a plan for achieving your financial goals.


















































* The Standard & Poor’s 500 (S&P 500) is an unmanaged group of securities considered to be representative of the stock market in general. The Dow Jones Industrial Average is a price-weighted index of 30 actively traded blue-chip stocks. NASDAQ Composite Index is an unmanaged, market-weighted index of all over-the-counter common stocks traded on the National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotation System. The Morgan Stanley Capital International Europe, Australia and Far East Index (MSCI EAFE Index) is a widely recognized benchmark of non-U.S. stock markets. It is an unmanaged index composed of a sample of companies representative of the market structure of 20 European and Pacific Basin countries and includes reinvestment of all dividends. Barclays Capital Aggregate Bond Index is an unmanaged index comprised of U.S. investment-grade, fixed-rate bond market securities, including government, government agency, corporate and mortgage-backed securities between one and 10 years. Written by Securities America, Copyright November 2016. All rights reserved. Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. SAI#� HYPERLINK "https://secure.reged.com/AdTrax/submissionoverview/1648541" �1648541.1�

































































* The Standard & Poor’s 500 (S&P 500) is an unmanaged group of securities considered to be representative of the stock market in general. The Dow Jones Industrial Average is a price-weighted index of 30 actively traded blue-chip stocks. NASDAQ Composite Index is an unmanaged, market-weighted index of all over-the-counter common stocks traded on the National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotation System. The Morgan Stanley Capital International Europe, Australia and Far East Index (MSCI EAFE Index) is a widely recognized benchmark of non-U.S. stock markets. It is an unmanaged index composed of a sample of companies representative of the market structure of 20 European and Pacific Basin countries and includes reinvestment of all dividends. Barclays Capital Aggregate Bond Index is an unmanaged index comprised of U.S. investment-grade, fixed-rate bond market securities, including government, government agency, corporate and mortgage-backed securities between one and 10 years. Written by Securities America. SAI#� HYPERLINK "https://secure.reged.com/AdTrax/submissionoverview/1581151" �1581151.1� 
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